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Meeting Summary-  
 
The 20th meeting of the American Society for Rickettsiology took place at the Asilomar 
Conference Grounds in Pacific Grove, CA on the beautiful Monterey Peninsula.  The meeting was 
held in conjunction with the 5th International Conference on Bartonella as Emerging Pathogens. 
The venue of this meeting was not new to many members of the ASR since the 12th National 
Meeting was held at this location in 1996.  The organizing committee, together with the Veterinary 
Medical Continuing Education group at Kansas State University, worked hard to ensure a 
scientifically stimulating and enjoyable meeting.   

The conference was kicked off on the evening of September 2 with a keynote address by Dr. David 
Relman of Stanford University followed by a welcome reception for all participants.  Dr. Relman 
gave an outstanding talk entitled, 'Efforts to Understand an Eradicated Pathogen before it is too 
Late'.  The main conference included 11 oral presentation sessions: 1) Emerging Pathogens and 
Bioterrorism, 2) Genetics, Genomics & Proteomics, 3) Pathogenesis I, 4) Pathogenesis II, 5) 
Infection in Animals, 6) Immunity, 7) Genetics and Vaccine Development, 8) Genetics, 
Physiology and Metabolism, 9) Ecology & Epidemiology, 10) Clinical Aspects, Diagnosis & 
Treatment, and 11) Host, Vector & Pathogen Interactions.  In addition, three poster sessions were 
organized. Together, a total of 65 oral presentations and 126 poster presentations were given in 
four and a half days. 

The meeting also included a very informative session on 'Research Opportunities' presented by Dr. 
Sam Perdue from the National Institutes of Health (USA) who gave an excellent overview and 
perspective of funding opportunities at the NIH.  Attendance at the meeting included 203 
participants representing 22 countries.  It was an excellent forum for exchange of the most recent 
scientific developments on all topics related to Rickettsia and Bartonella research.  The meeting 
received generous support from the National Institutes of Health in the form of a Conference 
grant.  These funds made a very significant difference in that they permitted many young 
scientists, including graduate students and postdoctoral fellows, as well as scientists new to the 
field of rickettsiology, to attend the conference.  The NIH grant funds provided support for 38 
individual ASR travel grants.  The recipients of these travel awards represented 14 different 
countries. 

The ASR is grateful to the members of the planning committee, and especially, Marci Ritter and 
Linda Johnson, Continuing Education, Kansas State University for their hard work in organizing 
this highly successful and enjoyable meeting.  

 


