
Preface
 

In May 2007, the 11th International Conference 
dedicated to Myasthenia Gravis and Related Disor
ders was held in Chicago, Illinois. We believe that this 
volume provides an outstanding summary of where the 
field of myasthenia gravis (MG) was in 2007 and hope 
it will follow in its predecessors’ steps as the definitive 
reference text for clinicians and scientists until the next 
Annals volume appears. From the basic science labo
ratories to the neurology clinics, significant strides are 
being made to better understand diseases of the neuro
muscular junction and to provide improved therapies 
for our patients. We are extremely thankful to the con
tributors to the latest international conference on MG 
and for their work toward development of this volume 
of the Annals. We also would like to thank all of the 
many individuals at the New York Academy of Sci
ences, the Myasthenia Gravis Foundation of America 
(MGFA), the Illinois chapter of the MGFA, and our 
corporate sponsors who helped make this conference 
and this publication possible. 

Most prefaces to these Annals have provided broad 
overviews of the topics covered, highlighting the most 
important advances. We ask the reader to review the 
Table of Contents to see the breadth of topics that were 
discussed, allowing us instead to make a more personal 
comment on what these meetings mean to the field of 
MG research. What is not reflected in these pages is the 
human community that the international conference 
serves to nurture. Every 5 years since 1954, clinicians, 
scientists, and their students have gathered from across 
the globe to share their disagreements, agreements, 
and discoveries. Walking through the halls of the Re
naissance Hotel, we saw old friends enjoying a glass 
of wine and a laugh and new friends plotting a clever, 
new line of study, one that could lead to that hoped-for 
“cure” to which every conference has dedicated itself. 
There was also the excitement in the eyes of students 
seeing the giants at the conference: Drachman, Engel, 
Newsom-Davis, Vincent, and others, clear evidence of 
inspiration being passed on to the next generation of 
scientists. 

The humanness of our endeavor and our sense of 
true community was poignantly brought home to us 

when the conference was called to order, and we an
nounced the death of Ann-Kari Lefvert. She had died 
suddenly traveling to the conference. Angela Vincent 
provided a beautiful tribute to this outstanding scien
tist and friend. Her two graduate students honored her 
with excellent presentations of their work at the poster 
sessions. 

During the time of development of this Annals vol
ume, John Newsom-Davis died in an automobile acci
dent on August 24, 2007, while on holiday in Adjud, 
Romania. John described the trip as vacation, but he 
also took advantage of the time to work toward recruit
ing another center for the MGTX trial. John appeared 
never to truly stop working. He trained many mem
bers of our community and touched everyone in our 
field. His disciples have now trained their own disciples 
across the globe. We will not recount his numerous ac
complishments, which others have done already,1,2 be
cause they are well known to all of us. The photograph 
preceding this preface was taken by Gary Cutter while 
he, Greg Minisman, Robin Conwit, and John were in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina working with Claudio Mazia 
to make MGTX a success. We regard the image as 
symbolic in many ways for the MG community. One 
can see a long path ahead of John, which we will have 
to continue to travel in working toward the cure to 
which John dedicated his life. Despite the length of the 
path, we all know success will eventually come, in large 
part as the result of John’s achievements. 
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