Chiari Malformation:
State Of The Research &
New Directions

Jointly Sponsored By: The National Institute of Neurological
Disorders and Stroke (NINDS), NIH Office of Rare Diseases,
Conquer Chiari, University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) College
of Medicine, University of Akron, American Syringomyelia
Alliance Project (ASAP), and Column of Hope

Chiari Malformation: State of the Research & New Directions is a two
day professional conference which will bring together the top physicians and
researchers in the field in order to establish the current state of knowledge
regarding Chiari malformation, discuss recent developments in Chiari research,
and develop research recommendations to advance the state of knowledge and
care for Chiari malformation. The meeting will include review presentations,
new research presentations, and breakout working group sessions on:
Definition & Pathophysiology, Symptoms & Diagnostic Criteria, Engineering &
Imaging Techniques, Treatment, Pediatric Issues, and Related Conditions. All
participants are invited to participate in the Working Group Sessions.

Date: November 6th & 7th, 2008

Location: Hyatt Regency O’'Hare; Chicago, IL

Registration: Registration is free, but space is limited.

Please register at www.conquerchiari.org/ResearchConf.htm

Conqguer Chiari is a 501(c)(3) public charity dedicated to improving the experiences and
outcomes of Chiari and syringomyelia patients through education, awareness, and research



Who Should Attend:

Chiari Malformation: State of the Research & New Directions is intended for neurosur-
geons, neurologists, researchers, and other healthcare professionals interested in Chiari
Malformation.

Purpose:

o Establish the current state of knowledge regarding pathophysiology, diagnosis, and
treatment of Chiari malformation through review presentations and discussion

Present and discuss recent developments in Chiari research

Develop research recommendations to advance the state of knowledge and care for Chi-
ari malformation, thus improving the experiences and outcomes of patients

The conference proceedings will be published in a peer-reviewed journal and made
available to the public through a video web archive.

Registration & Accommodations:
Registration is free, but space is limited. Please register at
www.conquerchiari.org/ResearchConf.htm

A limited number of rooms are available at a group rate (under Conquer Chiari) at the
Hyatt Regency O'Hare, 847-696-1234.

For More Information:
Visit www.conquerchiari.org, or contact any of the event organizers.

Organizers:
Rick Labuda, Executive Director Konstantin Slavin, MD Frank Loth, PhD
C&S Patient Education Foundation  University of Illinois-Chicago University of Akron
director@conquerchiari.org kslavin@uic.edu francisloth@gmail.com
724-940-0116 312-996-4842 330-972-6820
Sponsors:
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Agenda- November 6th, 2008

Time Speaker Topic

7:30  Registration & Continental Breakfast

8:00 Rick Labuda - Conquer Chiari Welcome & Goal Setting
Session 1 - State of the Research (Review Presentations)

8:15  Dr. Raymond Sekula - Allegheny General Pathophysiology

9:15  Break & Informal Discussion

9:30 Dr. Timothy George - University of Texas Symptoms & Diagnosis

10:30 Break & Informal Discussion

10:45 Dr. Francis Loth - University of Akron Engineering & Imaging Technigues
11:45 Break & Informal Discussion
12:00 Lunch - ASAP, COH, Conquer Chiari Funding Opportunities
For Chiari Researchers
1:00  Dr. John Oro - Chiari Treatment Center Treatment

2:00  Break & Informal Discussion

2:15  Dr. Mark Luciano - Cleveland Clinic Pediatric Issues
3:15  Break & Informal Discussion

3:30 Dr. David Frim - University of Chicago Related Condiitions
4:30  Day One Wrap-Up

6:30  Dinner
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Vania Apkarian - Neuropathic Pain.: Sensation and
Northwestern University Imaging (Tentative)

Note: Funding for this conference was made possible (in part) by NS063446 from National
Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke and the Office of Rare Diseases (ORD). The
views expressed in written conference materials or publications and by speakers and mod-
erators do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services; nor does mention by trade names, commercial practices, or organizations
imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.




Agenda- November 7th, 2008

Time Speaker Topic
7:30  Continental Breakfast, Informal Discussion
Session 2 - Recent Developments
8:00 Dr. Paolo Bolognese - The Chiari Institute Tethered Cord & Chiari (Tentative)

8:45 Dr. Georgy Koentges - University of Warwick  Cellular and Molecular Basis of
Chiari Syndrome

9:30 Break & Informal Discussion

9:45  Dr. John Heiss - National Institutes of Health  7ime Course of Syrinx Resolution
After Craniocervical Decompression

10:30 Dr. Guy Rouleau - McGill University Chiari Genetics: Dogs & Humans
Session 3- Working Group Breakout (Research Recommendations)

11:15 Rick Labuda - Conquer Chiari Breakout Overview & Goal Setting

11:30 Working Lunch With Breakout Groups

12:30 Breakout Groups

Dr. Richard Tubbs - University of Alabama Pathophysiology
Dr. Spyridon Sgouros - University of Birming-

ham

Dr. Konstantin Slavin - UIC Symptoms & Diagnosis

Dr. Diane Mueller - University of Missouri

Dr. Marcus Stoodley - University of Queen- Engineering & Imaging Technigues
sland

Dr. Terry Lichtor - Rush Presby

Dr. Karin Muraszko - University of Michigan Treatment
Dr. Barth Green - University of Miami

Dr. Richard Ellenbogen - University of Wash- Pediatric Issues

ington
Dr. Stephen Fletcher - University of Texas
Dr. Ghassan Bejjani - UPMC Related Condiitions

Dr. Jorge Lazareff - UCLA
2:00 Presentation of Breakout Results
3:30  Conference Wrap-Up
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