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Over 40 scientists, researchers, physicians, and others attended the Second International HS Research Symposium held in 
San Francisco on March 5, 2009. Eleven attendees were female, a remarkable percentage increase from the 2006 HS 
Research Symposium, and about half of the attendees were from the United States. Others came from Denmark, France, 
Germany, Greece, Japan, the Netherlands, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.  

The intensive, all-day program was broken into several sessions, with lively discussions during and after each session. 
First, the key HS issues that remain unanswered were proposed, followed by both basic and clinical research presentations. 
Workshops included an HS teaching module for physicians, unroofing as a surgical method for HS, and organizing an HS 
specialty clinic. In the final segment, attendees discussed the development of standardized clinical and treatment 
algorithms for HS.  

Of special note was a working lunch with a presentation from Dr. Stephen I. Katz, Director of the National Institute of 
Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases (NIAMS). He shared exciting new developments on the National 
Institutes of Health's (NIH) support of medical research.  

By bringing together this diverse group of experts in one location, the Symposium helped synthesize the most current and 
relevant research on the disease, as well as the latest, evidence-based therapeutic approaches in treating HS. Other 
important outcomes of the meeting include an increased awareness about the disease within the medical community, as 
well as an expanding, collaborative global network of those interested in improving the quality of life and quality of care 
for those with HS.  

 


